HB 1179-S - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Recognizes that the Puget Sound region is faced with growing
traffic congestion and has limited ability to expand freeway
capacity due to financial, environmental, and physical constraints.
Freeway high-occupancy vehicle lanes have been an effective means
of providing transit, vanpools, and carpools with a fast trip on
congested freeway corridors, but in many cases, these lanes are
themselves getting crowded during the peak commute times, while
some are being underused at off-peak times.

Declares an intent to maximize the effectiveness and
efficiency of the freeway system. To evaluate methods to
accomplish this, it 1s beneficial to evaluate alternative
approaches to managing the use of freeway high-occupancy vehicle
lanes, including pilot projects to determine and demonstrate the
effectiveness and benefits of implementing high-occupancy toll
lanes.

Acknowledges that state route 167 provides an ideal test of
the high-occupancy toll lane concept because it is a congested
corridor, it has underused capacity in the high-occupancy vehicle
lane, and it has adequate right of way for improvements needed to
test the concept.

Declares an intent of this act 1s to direct that the
department of transportation, as a pilot project, develop and
operate a high-occupancy toll lane on state route 167 in King
county and to conduct an evaluation of that project to determine
impacts on freeway efficiency, effectiveness for transit,
feasibility of financing improvements through tolls, and the
impacts on freeway users.
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